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it knows its own mind. In India it has refused any accom-
modation with Hinduism, There may be those who believe
that this was the result of safeguarding numbers rather than
of creedal constancy, and they may point to the Hinduised
Mohammedanism of Sind as proof, but the radical differences
in the two religions make a synthesis highly unlikely. Islam
is grimly simple; Hinduism sternly complex. Islam is a
monotheistic religion believing in Mohammed as the prophet
of God (or Allah) and not very far removed in general
structure from Christianity. Could we expect it to soar on
philosophic wings to the stirless regions of Upamshad reality 2
Mohammedanism believes in keeping its feet firmly and con^
sistently on earth; its scheme of salvation is belief; it does not
scale the sky for apodictic judgments or comb experience for
a guide to wisdom. It accepts on trust the word of its Prophet,
it is a thoroughgoing empiricist for whom the finer processes
of reasoning are an unnecessary dilettantism. Indeed, this
comfortable acceptance of life as a simple compound of itself
is portrayed in the average Mohammedan I have many good
friends among the Mohammedans, but I never fail to discover
among them their spiritual separation from the Hindus
Once I attended in Calcutta a debate between representatives
of Mohammedanism and Hinduism. There could be no
questioning the superior mental agility of the Hindus; they
could think round a situation almost as soon as it had been
outlined; weaknesses in opposing statements were hunted
down with unemng instinct; new branches of argument grew
from enemyxblasted trees with the magic of an Aaron's rod.
And they delighted in the process; it was evidently congenial
to them. This is especially true of the Bengalis who claim
to lead the cultural thought of India. The Mohammedans, on
the other hand, were idea/bound and lacking in adaptability.
They stated their case dourly and none too clearly. Words
and phrases were not at their command. When they tned to
shift their mental position the furniture of their defence was
in disarray. However unassailable their arguments might be,